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“Like sands through the hourglass, so are the days of our labs”

Histology News, Births, Marriages, Retirements??? Any news!!! We would love to hear from you! 
Submit a pic and a short description to “Days of our labs” to the HGVT Facebook messenger or 
email editor@hgvt.org.au 

On behalf of the community, we would like to wish 
our secretary Bronwyn Christiansen a spectacular 

50th Birthday! 

Congratulations to Kellie our Socials Co-Ordinator 
on the birth of her new baby girl, isn’t she 
adorable?

Family Science Day at 
Leica!

“Never too young to start 
in science.”



https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)00717-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)00717-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)00717-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)00717-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)00717-8/fulltext
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Comprehensive sample identification 
demands advanced printing capabilities.

Epredia™ VEGA laser cassette printers offer:
•	 High-resolution, durable printing
• Up to 100-character 2D barcodes
•	 Fast, six seconds per cassette printing
•	 Intelligent cassette selections from six-hopper  

or eight-hopper carousel
• Quiet printing, < 65 dB

Scan QR 
code to 
learn more 
or request 
a quote

POWERED BY

Comprehensive sample identification  
demands advanced printing capabilities. 

Epredia™ VEGA laser cassette printers offer:

• High-resolution, durable printing

• Up to 100-character 2D barcodes

• Fast, six seconds per cassette printing

• Intelligent cassette selection from
six-hopper carousel

• Quiet printing, < 65 dB
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VEGA Laser Cassette Printer

ProCycler + MiniProCycler Series

Xylene | Alcohol | Formalin | Xylene Substitutes
Range of capacities: 10L, 20L & 40L

safe and sustainable histology solvent recycling

Scan QR code 
to learn more 
and request 

a quote

• Reduce costs and become more sustainable.

• Recycle your solvents back to their original purity.

• Safety assured with compliance to UL safety standards
for distillation.



What was your first part time job?
Target. Yes, I was a Targét girl... red shirt and all. Honestly not 
a bad foundation for a 16-year old's career. Good times!

What is your current Job?
I'm a Grade 2 Medical Scientist in the Anatomical Pathology 
lab at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, specialising in FISH.
Fluorescence In Situ Hybridisation is my jam. Yes, it's as cool as it sounds.

How long have you been working in your role?
I've been a Grade 2 Medical Scientist since 2023, but my journey in the industry started back in 2021. Still 
relatively early in my career, but I've thrown myself in headfirst and loved every minute of it. Honestly? I'm 
just getting started and I can't wait to see where this career takes me next.

What skill do you want to learn and why?
AI and Digital Pathology, and I genuinely can't wait to dive in. The future of pathology is digital and I want to 
be right at the forefront of it. I'm curious by nature and have never been someone who's content to just 
stay in their lane. If there's a smarter, faster, better way of doing things, I want to know about it. For me, 
learning isn't just a box to tick - it's what keeps the work exciting. Watch this space!

If money was no object, what would you do all day?
Honestly? I'd be dancing my way around the world. I'd be travelling to every corner of the globe, soaking up 
different cultures, finding creative inspiration everywhere I go and dancing through all of it. Give me a new 
city, a new experience and a dance studio and I'm happy. But until then... you'll find me in the lab!

What’s an ideal weekend for you?
Markets in the morning with my partner; coffee in hand, no agenda, just good vibes and great finds. Throw 
in some time in nature, a good book, the beach, live music and dancing, and honestly that's already a pretty 
perfect weekend. But the thing that really makes it? Being surrounded by my favourite people, my family 
and friends. I'm a people person through and through - good company fuels the heart and the mind.

What’s on your bucket list this year?
Where do I even start? the list is long and growing daily!
I’m still working through last year's bucket list, ticking off the last two states in Australia before I can 
officially say I've done my country proud. Then it's back to my roots through the Pasifika and Asia, with 
Japan on the horizon, the National Parks in North America and Europe? The ultimate dream. And while 
Queenstown has already been ticked off — it's staying on the list forever. An annual tradition with my 
partner and honestly, the closest thing to heaven on earth I've ever experienced.

What music/podcast is on your playlist at the moment?
My playlist is a mix of everything - if it has a good beat, say less. R&B, Afrobeats, Rap, Reggae, Latin, Sufi, 
Classical, Instrumentals... from Frank Ocean to Aretha Franklin. Mood dependent, always. Life's too short 
for a boring playlist! Podcasts? Yes, I'm another true crime junkie - don't judge me! Casefile all the way.

Where do you most want to travel, but have never been to?
Europe without a doubt. Art, history, culture ..I want to see and experience all of it. One day soon!





Contact us for more information or a quote.

www.metagene.com.au - 1800 788 498 - admin@metagene.com.au

BRAF, a serine-threonine protein kinase, is a member of the RAF kinase family and plays
an important role in the RAS-RAF-MAPK signaling pathway, which regulates cell survival,
proliferation and differentiation. Mutations in BRAF result in pathway alteration and
sustained kinase activity which lead to carcinogenesis. The bulk of these mutations occur
when an amino acid sequence is mutated which leads to valine (V) being substituted for
glutamate (E) at codon 600 (V600E). BRAF V600E mutation has been established in various
types of cancers.

Use the QR code to visit the
Biocare Medical website for more
information on Myeloperoxidase.
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The education session on 23rd April   
delved into the handling of skin wedge 
biopsies over various institutions. 
Wedge biopsies come from curved or 
free edge structures such as in lip, ear, 
nose and eyelid. These pose greater 
complexity due to their irregular shapes 
and multiple anatomical surfaces.

First speaker, Courtney Savill from Peter Mac, discussed the 
challenges. She spoke about the need for clear orientation for the 
critical assessment for the margins and showed how specimens 
are photographed and the photo used to show the tissue 
submissions. Her following slides were great to showcase the key 
points and that each case must be assessed individually.



The 2nd speaker was Jess 
Drohan from Dorevitch 
Pathology, who spoke 
specifically about veterinary 
wedges and the added 
complexity of many of these 
specimens.

Jess discussed that dog’s 
ears have varying orientation 
description depending on if 
the ears are upright or floppy 
eared breeds with  haired 
and non-haired surfaces. 

The 3rd speaker was Lilian 
Fallner from the Royal Hobart 
Hospital, who emphasised 
the need for consistency in 
the process of inking of the 
specimens. She talked us 
through how the wedges are 
handled at grossing and 
block selection orientation to 
get a to a report that gives the 
clinicians a clear picture of 
the margin status.



Speaker 4 Mayu Uemura from Monash Pathology looked at a couple 
of ear wedges and had some great images highlighting  establishing 
the orientation, inking and block creation, as can be seen in these 
slides from the presentation.

Takeaway messages from the talks were there are many complex 
specimens in Histology, but the wedge biopsies are unique. They 
require very clear orientation (ask for assistance if this is not 
clear), imaging (whether a drawing or photo) inking and thoughtful 
block creation to give the result of size, depth of the tumour and 
accurate margins. The insight into the added complexities of 
veterinary specimens was a reminder of the anatomical details of 
our beloved pets.
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Hydra
Putting an end to manual

cassette scanning

 

Works with any processing basket

No changes to existing lab setup required

Instant integration into current workflows

Reduce manual handling. Improve cassette traceability.

AUTOMATED BATCH CASSETTE SCANNER

 
 

Hydra batch-scans every cassette in any processor basket
within seconds, replacing one-by-one scan-gun logging at pre-

and post-processing.

 

Free staff from repetitive
scan-gun workflows and give
time back to the lab.

Full cassette
traceability

 

Batch scan in
seconds

 Capture cassette data before
and after processing to
support a clearer, more
consistent audit trail.

Capture every cassette in a
processor basket with one
automated batch scan - before
and after processing.

SEAMLESS INTEGRATION INTO YOUR WORKFLOW

Universal Basket Compatibility

Distributed by Hurst Scientific - For more details, contact:

Emile Boulos

Sales Consultant - Victoria & Tasmania

eboulos@hurstscientific.com.au | 0417 829 036 | hurstscientific.com.au
 

90% Manual
Labour Savings

Family Owned & Operated | Nationwide | ISO & TGA Certified
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Future Events
2026

Scientific Meeting | 11th June

Cardiac Biopsies

Prof. Simon Nazaretian & Clair Paul

Trivia Night | 7th August

National Histology Conference | 11-13th September

Scientific Meeting | 8th October

TBA

*updated*


