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The education session on 23rd April   
delved into the handling of skin wedge 
biopsies over various institutions. 
Wedge biopsies come from curved or 
free edge structures such as in lip, ear, 
nose and eyelid. These pose greater 
complexity due to their irregular shapes 
and multiple anatomical surfaces.

First speaker, Courtney Savill from Peter Mac, discussed the 
challenges. She spoke about the need for clear orientation for the 
critical assessment for the margins and showed how specimens 
are photographed and the photo used to show the tissue 
submissions. Her following slides were great to showcase the key 
points and that each case must be assessed individually.





Speaker 4 Mayu Uemura from Monash Pathology looked at a couple 
of ear wedges and had some great images highlighting  establishing 
the orientation, inking and block creation, as can be seen in these 
slides from the presentation.

Takeaway messages from the talks were there are many complex 
specimens in Histology, but the wedge biopsies are unique. They 
require very clear orientation (ask for assistance if this is not 
clear), imaging (whether a drawing or photo) inking and thoughtful 
block creation to give the result of size, depth of the tumour and 
accurate margins. The insight into the added complexities of 
veterinary specimens was a reminder of the anatomical details of 
our beloved pets.
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Future Events
2026

Scientific Meeting | 11th June

Cardiac Biopsies

Prof. Simon Nazaretian & Clair Paul

Trivia Night | 7th August

National Histology Conference | 11-13th September

Scientific Meeting | 8th October

TBA

*updated*


